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SECTION 1 OF 2 REPRODUCTION/FURTHER
DI?SEMINATION OF THIS DOCUMENT AS A WHOLE PROHIBITED WITHOUT PRIOR DIRNSA
CONCUR- RENCE. SELECTED ITEMS MAY BE EXTRACTED AND FURTHER DISSEMINATED ON A
STRICT NEED-TO-KNOW BASIS.-FSHFAR- IN PARAGRAPHS SO0 MARKED. SIGINT SUMMARY
287-74. INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT IS THAT AVAILABLE TO NSA AS OF 1588 EDT 2 .
SEPTEMBER 1974 AND IS BASED ENTIRELY ON SIGINT EXCEPT WHERE OTHER- RISE
;;EEIFICALLY IDENTIFIED. SIGSUM S5S287-74

(1) PREPARATIONS FOR POW EXCHANGE BEING MADE IN NORTHERN LAOS (2) PHYSICAL
SPLIT BETWEEN HQ 2D CORPS AND HQ MR TRI-THIEN IHNDICATED (3) FURTHER TO

PREPARATIONS FOR CHINESE FOURTH NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS ""1;|§2%QC?QBODIAN
COMMUNTST SFFK T0 AVOTD FURTHFR CONFITCTS WITH VIFTHAMFSF COME )

I

(1)
PREFARATIUNS FFUR PON EXCHANGE BEING MADE IT NORTHERWN LAUS THE PLANHED MOVEMENT '
OF PRISONERS OF WAR WAS REVEALED OM 27 AUGUST BY THE NVA 4TH ENGIMEER BATTALION
OPERATING IN XIENG KHOUANG PROVINCE IN HORTHERN LAOS. THE NUMBERS AND K
NATIONALITIES OF THE PRISONERS WERE NOT SPECIFIED, BUT THEY WERE TO MOVE ALDNG
ROUTE 7 SOMETIME DURING THE PERIOD 31 AUGUST TO 4 SEPTEMBER IN PREPARATION FOR
THE PRISONER MOVEMENT, THE 4TH BATTALION IS REPAIRING A 13 KM SECTION OF ROUTE
7 IN THE BAN BAN - XIENG KHOUANG AREA. ACCORDING TO COLLATERAL, THE PATHET LAO
ARE SCHEDULED TO RELEASE THEIR PRISONERS AS PART OF A GENERAL POH EXCHANGE _/
AGREEMENT. THE EXCHANGE_INCLUDES AN AMERICAN..CIVILIAN PILOT, AS WELL AS LAOTIANS
AND THAIS. (2/00/13372-764, 3@82@41Z AUG) €SECREF—SPBIE—ISHIARY- (2) PHYSICAL .
SPLIT BETWEEN HQ 2D CORPS AND HQ MR TRI-THEEN INDYCATED‘ON 27 AUGUST, /
COMMUNICATIONS WERE ESTABLISHED BETWEEN THE HQ NVA 2D CORPS AMD THE HQ MR
TRI-THIEN IN NORTHERH SOUTH VIETNAM. THE TWO ENTITIES HAD BEEN LOCATED TOGETHER
SINCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 2D CORPS IN EARLY JUNE AND THUS THE INITIATION
OF LIAISON COMMUMICATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO HQ SUGGESTS THAT A PHYSICAL SPLIT HAS
OCCURRED. THE COMMUNICATIONS POSTURE OF THE COMBINED HEADQUARTERS: HAS INDICATED
A SPLIT WAS IN THE OFFING SINCE LATE JUNE WHEN THE THREE MAIN FORCE DIVISIONS
IN MR TRI-THIEN ESTABLISHED SEPARATE COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE THO HQ. ‘
ADDITIONALLY, ' AC~ CORDING TO COLLATERAL, A HQ WAS BEING COMSTRUCTED IN DONG HA
DURING JULY TO HOUSE THE "TRI THIEN CORPS.™ AS LATE AS 22 AUGUST, THE HQ 2D
==CORPS REMAINED LOCATED_IN PROXIMITY TO, THE HQ MR TRI-THIEN IN WESTERN QUANG TRI
“PROVINCE. (2/00/136424-74, 5119522)'65E6E§¥r5FG*E—*5H*H%F
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